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Willacy County Aims to Increase Roadway
Safety and Protection of Wildlife
Joins Texas Department of Transportation
– Installs Wildlife Crossings on SH 186 East
Written By: Sally Velasquez
Raymondville, TX - Willacy County and the Texas
Department of Transportation have partnered to enhance
roadway wildlife and public safety on State Highway 186
East in Willacy County. Two Wildlife Crossings signs
were installed by the Texas Department of Transportation
in partnership with Willacy County upon the county’s
request. The signs are about two miles apart at the Bait
Bridge there vicinity where the two recent ocelots were
subjected to roadkill on State Highway 186 - East in
Willacy County.
"It is imperative we take the loss of the ocelot habitat as a
serious issue. We must raise the awareness of motorists
traveling on all wildlife corridors. Roadkill threatens
humans as well as animals," said Willacy County Judge
Aurelio Guerra on behalf of himself and the Willacy
County Commissioners Court.
In addition to County Judge Aurelio Guerra, the other County Commissioners include
Eliberto Guerra, Prct. 1, Oscar de Luna, Prct. 2, Alfredo Serrato, Prct. 3 and Eduardo
Gonzales, Prct. 4.
The next step is for Texas Department of Transportation to coordinate with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and install underground wildlife crossings and fencing to keep
the ocelots off the road, since road mortality is the number one cause of death for the
species. These underground wildlife crossings and proper fencing will provide a safe
passage along the wildlife corridor, and also keep the motorist safe. Other species such
as nilgai and white-tailed deer on this State Highway 186 should also be considered as
a safety hazard to motorists because they can cause extensive serious damage to the
vehicle and the motorist as well.

County, state transportation agency administrators, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
East Foundation are closely monitoring the activity of the ocelot and remain in constant
collaboration with one another in attempt to seek methods to curb the mortality rate of
the ocelot, a wild cat known to roam in two deep South Texas counties. Each
organization has launched efforts to ensure they are taking the protection of the ocelot
and its habitat seriously and with initiatives that are aimed to increase awareness.
“As county officials, we are readily available to facilitate our leadership role because we
care, we encourage roadway safety of our citizens and tourists. Equally important, we
recognize the wild cat habitat exist in our county jurisdiction in greater population.
Nonetheless, the ocelot is a federally listed highly endangered species,” said Willacy
County Precinct Two, County Commissioner Oscar de Luna.
The Willacy County Commissioners Court is closely working with the East Foundation,
a private organization with a mission to support wildlife conservation and other public
benefits of ranching and private land stewardship. Two of the ranches in Willacy
County are areas with ocelot habitat are known to exist and each have conservation
methods with the aim to increase protection of the wildcat.
“With healthy populations of ocelots across the private lands of eastern Willacy, the
risks of road mortalities are naturally higher. The East Foundation supports all efforts at
increasing the awareness of this important species,” said Dr. Neil Wilkins, with the East
Foundation.
With the proper placement of ocelot wildlife crossings and fencing, it will reduce the risk
of road mortalities, and increase the population numbers for the ocelot. The death of
one cat is one too many due to the low numbers of the existing population.
In general, Willacy County is the rural county with a mission to increase its tourism
market potential and to promote the natural resources throughout the county through
research, education and community outreach.
“I am honored to work with my court colleagues with unified support to promote nature
tourism and reinforce our valued partnership with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife. Jointly, we
aim to maintain our county roadways to ensure the public has mobility, access, and
safety,” County Commissioner, Precinct One Eliberto Guerra stated.
Commissioner Eliberto Guerra’s Precinct 1 boundary consists of two public refuge
tracts, totaling 46,000 acres, owned and managed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service in
an average total of 46,000 acres.
“Port of Mansfield’s economic impact is over 90% derived from tourists’ dollars. We
join the county and transportation officials to encourage roadway safety to protect the
diverse wildlife that can also be viewed with an ‘up close and personal’ experience at
the port,” said Tom Floyd, President of the Port Mansfield Chamber of Commerce.

###

Willacy County Natural Resources – Objective
Willacy County stands ready to address challenges by taking advantage of ongoing
work that began with capital investment on projects with an aim to promote economic
development, conservation, restoration of coastal science, preservation of habitat, water
quality and promotion of natural resources.
Willacy County’s leadership is poised to build and to develop its community’s human
capital by joining partnerships, investments and in alliance with various business
interests to obtain economic resilience and jointly develop education programs with
public schools and local organizations to enhance coastal science learning and wildlife
management.

Ocelot - photo was taken by Sihil D. Martinez. A "white-nose" ocelot from the Cincinnati Zoo. This
ocelot is a part of the annual Ocelot Festival held at Glady's Porter Zoo the past couple of years.
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